MUSQUEAM INDIAN BAND
6735 SALISH DRIVE
VANCOUVER, BC, V6N 4C4
TELEPHONE: 604-263-3261
FAX: 604-263-4212
October 17, 2020

Chief Mike Sack, Saqamaw
Sipekne’katik First Nation
Sent via Email: chief email @ email.com
Dear Chief Sack,
MUSQUEAM STANDS WITH THE SIPEKNE'KATIK FIRST NATION AND THE MI’KMAQ PEOPLE
On behalf of the Musqueam People and the Musqueam Chief and Council, we write to offer our full support to
the members of the Sipekne'katik First Nation and the Mi’kmaq people as you implement your constitutionallyprotected right to earn a living from the fishery, despite the ongoing undermining of your rights and violence
incited by non-Indigenous commercial fishers.
Over the past week, we have watched with heavy hearts as the situation in Saulnierville, Nova Scotia has
become progressively more dangerous for Sipekne'katik members. It is our belief that your community has the
right to same protections afforded to all Canadians, yet your members have been subjected to violent acts for
simply trying to implement your rights as confirmed in the historic 1999 Supreme Court of Canada victory in R. v.
Marshall. Musqueam strongly denounces the acts of violence and complete disregard of the law by the nonIndigenous commercial fishers involved. It is disheartening that on the 21st anniversary of that SCC decision,
Sipekne'katik First Nation and other Mi’kmaq fishers continue to struggle to safely and fully implement your
treaty right to earn a moderate livelihood from fishing. This situation has been reported as a dispute between
Mi’kmaq and non-Indigenous fishers. However, it is Musqueam’s view that this situation has developed as a
result of the Crown’s ongoing failure to recognize and implement Mi’kmaq commercial fishing rights as
confirmed in the 1999 SCC decision. We believe that the DFO’s prolonged failure to act has set the table for the
violent events of this past week.
Here in the Pacific region, the Government of Canada and the DFO have equally failed to take measures to
implement historic court decisions such as R. v. Sparrow which confirms Musqueam’s constitutionally protected
rights to the fishery.
Musqueam calls on the Prime Minister, the Government of Nova Scotia and the RCMP to do what is necessary to
bring the people responsible to justice, to work with you and the Mi’kmaq people, and to dedicate the necessary
resources to address this issue and safeguard everyone in the region. Further, Musqueam calls on the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans to stop indirectly facilitating conflicts and acts of violence by its own
inaction. Musqueam firmly stands with the Sipekne'katik and the Mi’kmaq people in calling out the
Government’s failure to implement SCC decisions and the rule of law.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to Musqueam, should you wish to discuss these important matters. I can be
reached at 604-555-55555. It is our hope that you, Sipekne'katik members and the Mi’kmaq people remain safe
in these challenging times.
Sincerely,
Chief Wayne Sparrow

